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Abstract

We propose a Markov-switching dynamic factor model to construct an index of global 

business cycle conditions, for performing short-term forecasts of quarterly world GDP 

growth in real time and computing real-time business cycle probabilities. To overcome 

the real-time forecasting challenges, the model takes into account mixed frequencies, 

asynchronous data publication and leading indicators. Our pseudo real-time results show 

that this approach provides reliable and timely inferences of quarterly world growth and of 

the state of the world business cycle on a monthly basis.

Keywords: real-time forecasting, world economic indicators, business cycles, non-linear 

dynamic factor models.

JEL classifi cation: E32, C22, E27.



Resumen

En este artículo proponemos un modelo Markov-switching de factores dinámicos para: 

i) construir un índice que refl eje las condiciones del ciclo económico global; ii) para realizar 

previsiones a corto plazo del crecimiento trimestral del PIB mundial en tiempo real, y 

iii) calcular probabilidades en tiempo real del ciclo económico global. Para superar los 

retos inherentes a la predicción en tiempo real, el modelo se adapta a frecuencias mixtas 

y a la publicación de datos asincrónicos, e incorpora indicadores adelantados. Nuestros 

resultados en un falso tiempo real muestran que este enfoque proporciona inferencias 

fi ables y oportunas del crecimiento trimestral global y del estado del ciclo económico 

mundial en frecuencia mensual.

Palabras clave: predicción en tiempo real, indicadores de economía mundial, ciclos 

económicos, modelos de factores dinámicos no lineales.

Códigos JEL: E32, C22, E27.
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1 Introduction

The drastic downturn in the global economy in 2009 led the economic agents to acknowl-

edge the need for new tools to monitor the ongoing world economic developments, which

may especially affect small open economies. Although there is currently no global statis-

tical institute in charge of providing official quarterly national accounts at a global level,

the IMF releases real GDP annual growth rate figures on an annual basis. However, the

IMF only releases its GDP figures twice a year (usually in April and October), although

there are two additional updates in January and July, but these provide much less detail.

Therefore, the target of the recent literature has been focusing on several indicators at

higher frequencies, which are promptly available and are used to construct early estimates

of the world GDP. Rossiter (2010) uses bridge equations to show that PMIs are useful for

forecasting developments in the global growth. Within the bridge equation framework,

Golinelli and Parigi (2014) detect that short-run indicators from advanced and emerging

countries help in predicting the world variables and Drechsel et al. (2014) find that several

monthly leading global indicators improve upon the world forecasts of the IMF. Ferrara

and Marsilli (2014) develop a linear Dynamic Factor Model (DFM) to summarise the

information of a large monthly database into a small numbers of factors and use the

MIDAS framework to show that they improve upon the IMF forecasts, at least at the

beginning of each year.1

These approaches suffer from two limitations. The first limitation is that they focus

on GDP on an annual basis while the IMF also releases GDP quarterly growth rates

sampled on a quarterly basis. In spite of the advantage in managing data on a quarterly

basis, the IMF releases its quarterly figures sporadically, with long publication delays (9

months on average) and no fixed starting date. Hence, to the best of our knowledge, its

longest available world GDP quarterly series begins in 2007, which clearly restricts the

econometric analysis. To overcome this drawback, we reproduce the IMF releases of the

world GDP on a quarterly basis by following the same methodology. Both series are the

same from 2007 up to the present, but our series dates back to 1991.

1An interesting alternative bayesian approach is the BVAR for the G-7 of Canova et al. (2007).
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The second limitation of these approaches is that they all rely on linear specifications,

which handicaps the models in capturing the nonlinearities that characterise the world

business cycle fluctuations and can be used for detecting turning points. To overcome this

drawback, we propose an extension of the Markov-switching DFM (MS-DFM) suggested

in Camacho et al. (2012). As in their proposal, the MS-DFM advocated by Kim and

Yoo (1995), Chauvet (1998) and Kim and Nelson (1998) is enabled to deal with mixing

frequencies, publication delays and different starting dates in the economic indicators.

In this framework, low-frequency indicators are treated as high-frequency indicators with

missing observations and the model is estimated by using a time-varying nonlinear Kalman

filter. In addition, we extend the model to handle leading indicators, which are very useful

in short-term forecasting (Camacho and Martinez-Martin, 2014) since they usually start

to decline before the economy as a whole declines, and start to improve before the general

economy begins to recover from a slump. We allow the data to select the number of periods

by which the leading indicators lead the broad economic activity, from a minimum of one

quarter to one and a half years.

In the empirical application, we use this extension to evaluate the accuracy of the model

in computing short-term forecasts of world GDP, and to reveal inferences about the state

of the global economy from six economic indicators: the quarterly world GDP and the

monthly global industrial production index, the global manufacturing Purchasing Manager

Index (PMI), the employment index, the new export orders index and the CBOE volatility

index (VIX). For this purpose, we develop a pseudo real-time forecasting exercise, where

data vintages are constructed from successive enlargements of the latest available data set

by taking into account the real-time data flow (and hence the publication lags). Therefore,

the experiment tries to mimic as closely as possible the real-time analysis that would have

been performed by a potential user of the models when forecasting, in each period, on the

basis of different vintages of data sets. In line with the substantial publication delay of

world GDP, in each forecast period we perform backcasts (predict the previous quarters

before data for those quarters are released) nowcasts (predict the current period) and

forecasts (predict the next quarter).

Our main results are as follows. First, the percentage of the variance of world GDP

growth that is explained by our MS-DFM is slightly above 70%, indicating the high poten-

tial ability of our extension to explain global growth. Second, our pseudo real-time analysis
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shows that our MS-DFM clearly outperforms univariate forecasts, especially when back-

casting and nowcasting. In addition, our MS-DFM also outperforms the forecasts of a

linear DFM. Third, our business cycle indicator is in striking accord with the consensus of

the history of the world business cycle (Grossman et al. 2014). Fourth, we also compare

the performance of the fully non-linear MS-DFM (one-step approach) with the “shortcut”

of using a linear DFM to obtain a coincident indicator which is then used to compute the

Markov-switching probabilities (two-step approach). In line with Camacho et al. (2015),

our results suggest that the one-step approach is preferred to the two-step approach to

compute inferences on the business cycle phases.

The structure of this paper is organised as follows. Section 2 describes the method-

ological considerations of the model. Section 3 contains data descriptions and the main

empirical results. Section 4 concludes.

2 The econometric model

To account for the peculiar characteristics of the data flow in real time, the comovements

across the economic indicators and the business cycles asymmetries, we start from the

approach suggested in Camacho et al. (2012). This model is extended to handle economic

indicators that lead the broad economic activity.

2.1 Mixing frequencies

The approach deals with the problem of mixing monthly and quarterly frequencies of

flow data by treating quarterly series as monthly series with missing observations. Let us

assume that the levels of the quarterly flow variable in the quarter that ends in month t,

Gt, can be decomposed as the sum of three unobservable monthly values Xt, Xt−1, Xt−2,

where t, t− 1 and t− 2 refer to the three months of that quarter

Gt = 3
Xt +Xt−1 +Xt−2

3
. (1)
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Following the linear framework described in Mariano and Murasawa (2003), let us assume

that the arithmetic means can be approximated by geometric means. Hence, the level of

the quarterly flow variable becomes

Gt = 3(XtXt−1Xt−2)1/3. (2)

Applying logs and taking the three-period differences for all t

3 lnGt =
1

3
( 3 lnXt + 3 lnXt−1 + 3 lnXt−2). (3)

Calling 3 lnGt = gt, and lnXt = xt, and after a little algebra

gt =
1

3
xt +

2

3
xt−1 + xt−2 +

2

3
xt−3 +

1

3
xt−4, (4)

which shows that that quarterly growth rates of the quarterly flow variable can be viewed

as sums of underlying monthly growth rates of the underlying monthly series.

2.2 Dynamic properties

Let us assume that the n indicators included in the model, yit , i = 1., ..., n, admit a

dynamic factor representation. In this case, the indicators can be written as the sum of

two stochastic components: a common component, ft, which represents the overall busi-

ness cycle conditions, and an idiosyncratic component, uit, which refers to the particular

dynamics of the series.

To account for the business cycle asymmetries, we assume that the underlying business

cycle conditions evolve with AR(pf ) dynamics, which is governed by an unobserved regime-

switching state variable, st,

ft = cst + θ1ft−1 + ...+ θpf ft−p + εft, (5)

where εft˜iN 0,σ2f . Within this framework, one can label st = 0 and st = 1 as the

expansion and recession states at time t. In addition, it is standard to assume that the

state variable evolves according to an irreducible 2-state Markov chain, whose transition

probabilities are defined by

p(st = j|st−1 = i, st−2 = h, ..., It−1) = p(st = j|st−1 = i) = pij (6)

where i, j = 0, 1 and It is the information set up to period t.
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Coincident indicators, such as the monthly growth rates of GDP and the monthly

growth rates of industrial production index, the global manufacturing Purchasing Man-

ager Index (PMI) index, the employment index and the new export orders index depend

contemporaneously on ft and on their idiosyncratic dynamics, uit, which evolve as an

AR(pi)

yit = βift + uit, (7)

uit = θi1uit−1 + ...+ θipiut−pi + εit, (8)

where εit˜iN 0,σ2i , i = 1, ..., 5. However, since leading indicators lead the economy

movements by h periods, VIX is assumed to depend on the h-period future values of the

common factor and its idiosyncratic dynamics, uit, which evolve as an AR(p6)

ylt = βlft+h + ult, (9)

ult = θl1ult−1 + ...+ θ6plut−pl + εlt, (10)

where εlt˜iN 0,σ2l . Finally, we assume that all the shocks εft and εit, i = 1, ..., 6, are

mutually uncorrelated in cross-section and time-series dimensions.

2.3 State space and missing observations

Assuming that all variables are always observed at a monthly frequency, it is standard

to cast the model in state form. The state-space model represents a set of observed time

series, Yt, as linear combinations of a vector of auxiliary variables, which are collected on

the state vector, ht. This relation is modeled by the measurement equation, Yt = Hξt+Et,

with Et ∼ i.i.d.N (0, R). The Appendix provides more details on the model structure and
the specific forms of these matrices. The dynamics of the state vector are modelled by

the transition equation ht = Λst + Fht−1 + Vt, with Vt ∼ i.i.d.N (0, Q). Maximising the
exact log likelihood function of the associated nonlinear Kalman filter is computationally

burdensome since at each iteration the filter produces a 2-fold increase in the number of

cases to consider. The solution adopted in this paper is based on collapsing some terms

of the former filter as proposed by Kim (1994). In particular, our proposal is based on
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collapsing the posteriors h(i,j)t|t and its covariance matrix P (i,j)t|t at the end of each iteration

by using their weighted averages for st = j, where the weights are given by the probabilities

of the Markov state

hj
t|t =

1

st−1=0
p (st = j, st−1 = i|It)h(i,j)t|t

p (st = j|It) (11)

P j
t|t =

1

st−1=0
p (st = j, st−1 = i|It) P

(i,j)
t|t + hj

t|t − h
(i,j)
t|t hj

t|t − h
(i,j)
t|t

p (st = j|It) . (12)

To handle missing data, we use the method used in Camacho et al. (2012). For this

purpose, we substitute missing observations with random draws θt from N(0,σ2θ). This

implies replacing the i-th row of Yt, Ht, Et (denoted by Yit, Hit and wit) and the i-th

element of the main diagonal of Rt (Riit), by Y ∗it , H
∗
it, E

∗
it, and R

∗
iit, respectively. The

starred expressions are Yit, Hit, 0, and 0 if the variable Yit is observable at time t, and

θt, 01,n, θt, and σ2θ in case of missing data. Accordingly, this transformation converts the

model in a time-varying state-space model with no missing observations and the nonlinear

version of the Kalman filter can be directly applied to Y ∗t , H∗
t , w

∗
t , and R

∗
t since missing

observations are automatically skipped from the updating recursion.

To conclude this section, let us describe how our model can easily compute world GDP

growth forecasts. Let us assume that GDP growth is placed first Yt and let us call T the

last month for which we have observed this indicator and that we are interested in the

forecast for T + 1. Let us call h(j)T+1|T the collapsed version of h
(i,j)
T+1|T , and call h

(j)
T+1|T (k)

the k-th element of h(j)T+1|T . Taking into account that ht contains ft +h and its lags, as

well as the idiosyncratic components and their lags, the forecasts for month T + 1 when

sT+1 = j can be computed from the model as
T+1 j p

y
(j)
1T+1/T = β1

1

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 1) +

2

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 2) + h

(j)
T+1|T (h+ 3) +

2

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 4) +

1

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 5) +

1

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 6) +

2

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 7) + h

(j)
T+1|T (h+ 8) +

2

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 9) +

1

3
h
(j)
T+1|T (h+ 10) .

(13)

Using the matrix of transition probabilities, one can easily obtain p (sT+1 = j, sT = i|It),
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which can be used to compute

p (sT+1 = j|IT ) =
2

i=1

p (sT+1 = j, sT = i|IT ) (14)

Then, the unconditional forecast of GDP is

y1T+1/T =
2

j=1

p (sT+1 = j|χt) y(j)T+1/T . (15)

It is worth noting that these forecasts are easily computed in practice by including missing

observations of GDP growth in the dataset, since the model will automatically replace at

missing observation with a dynamic forecast. Following the same reasoning, forecasts for

longer horizons and forecasts for other indicators can be computed in this way.

3 Empirical results

3.1 Preliminary analysis of the data

In this section, we identify potential indicators that reflect the economic dynamics of the

world, and might therefore be well suited for the prediction of the GDP aggregates and

the business cycle conditions. Indicators should lead or coincide with the macroeconomic

dynamics of the particular aggregate, and should have a wide coverage of the economy as a

whole. In addition, they should have a high frequency, should be released before the GDP

figure for the respective quarter becomes available and must be available in at least one

third of the sample. For the world indicators, we have selected the following five coincident

indicators: the quarterly world GDP and the monthly global industrial production index,

the global manufacturing Purchasing Manager Index (PMI), the employment index and

the new export orders index. In addition, we include the CBOE volatility index (VIX),

which is a key measure of market expectations of near-term volatility conveyed by S&P

500 stock index option prices.

The data set managed in this paper was collected on 15 December, 2014 and the

maximum effective sample spans the period from January 1991 to October 2014. The

indicators used in the empirical analysis, their respective release lag-time, their sources

and the data transformations applied to achieve stationarity are listed in Table 1. GDP
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enters the model as its quarterly growth rate, industrial production and the VIX enters in

monthly growth rates while other indicators enter with no transformation. All the variables

are seasonally adjusted. Before estimating the model, the variables are standardised to

have a zero mean and a variance equal to one. Therefore, the final forecasts are computed

by multiplying the initial forecasts of the model by the sample standard deviation, and

then adding the sample mean.2

Table 1: Variables included in the model 

Series Sample Source Publication
delay

Data
transformation 

Real Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP, SAAR, Mill. 1993 ARS) 

1991.1 
2014.1 

National 
accounts 2 to 3 months QGR 

Industrial Production Index (IPI) – Global  
(SA, 2000=100)  

1992.01 
2014.10 CPB 2.5 months MGR 

JP Morgan Global PMI – (+50: Expansion) 1998.01 
2014.10 

Markit
Economics 0 months Level 

Employment Index – Global Manufacturing   
(+50: Expansion) 

1998.06 
2014.10 

Markit
Economics 0 months Level 

New Export Orders Index – Global Manufacturing   
(+50: Expansion) 

1998.06 
2014.10 

Markit
Economics 0 months Level 

VIX – CBOE Market -Volatility Index 1991.01 
2014.10 

CBOE - 
Bloomberg 0 months MGR 

Notes. SA means seasonally adjusted. MGR and QGR mean monthly growth rates and quarterly growth rates, 
respectively. CPB: Netherlands Bureau of Economic Analysis. CBOE: Chicago Board Options Exchange.   

The IMF releases the quarterly data sporadically, with a long publication delay of

9 months on average. However, the most important limitation is that the historically

available series starts in 2007, which clearly restricts the econometric analysis. To overcome

this drawback, we aim to re-construct the IMF releases of the world GDP on a quarterly

basis by following the same methodology. Our proxy is based on the aggregation of national

quarterly growth rates (official Quarterly National Accounts) of 69 countries, which are

weighted by their share of GDP ppp in the world.3 Both series are the same from 2007

up to the present but our world GDP quarterly growth is dated back to 1991.

2 In the simulated real-time analysis, the sample means and standard deviations are also computed using

only the observations available up to the forecast jump-off point.
3 It covers about 92% of total world GDP ppp.
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and non-linear dynamic factor models with and without the VIX. In line with the well-

known result that financial volatility gained track since 2008, we find that the percentage

of the variance gained when VIX is included in the model as a leading indicator is above

7%.

The loading factors, whose estimates appear in Table 2 (standard errors in paren-

theses), allow us to evaluate the correlation between the common factor and each of the

indicators used in the model.4 Apart from GDP (loading factor of 0.22), the economic

indicators with the largest loading factors are industrial production (loading factor of

0.47) and the VIX (loading factor of -0.22). As expected, the loading factors for all of the

indicators except the VIX are positive and statistically significant, indicating that these

series are procyclical, i.e., positively correlated with the common factor that represents the

world overall economic activity. The significant negative sign of the VIX’s loading factor

agrees with the view that it becomes a leading proxy of global financial risk aversion.5 For

the sake of comparison, the table also shows the factor loadings of the linear version of

MS-DFM.

3.2 In-sample analysis

We examine in this section the in-sample estimates of the nonlinear dynamic factor model

outlined in Section 2. For the contribution of this paper, the selection of the lead time

profile of the VIX becomes of particular interest, since it is allowed to lead the business

cycle dynamics in h months, with h = 0, 1, ..., 6. To select the optimal number of leads,

we computed the log likelihood values associated with these lead times and we observed

that the maximum of the likelihood function was achieved when the VIX led the common

factor by h = 3 months.

For the sake of robustness, we proceed to check the validity of our financial indicator as

a leading indicator in times of financial stress. For this purpose, we reestimate both linear

4The lag lengths used in the empirical exercise were always set to 2. However, we performed several

exercises to check that our results were robust to other reasonable choices of the lag lengths.
5Under the framework of financial publications and business news’ shows on CNBC, Bloomberg TV

and CNN/Money, the VIX is often referred to as the “fear index”.
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GDP data and global monthly indicators. This time series is plotted in Figure 1.

Although GDP is generally regarded as the most appropriate indicator of economic

activity, global GDP is only available on an annual basis or, sporadically, a quarterly

basis. As such, many important questions cannot be addressed in a satisfactory manner,

especially those related to the analysis of business cycles. One partial solution is found

by constructing aggregate indexes at monthly frequency, which are computed as linear

combinations of meaningful economic indicators, as in Aruoba et al. (2011). However,

these indexes are not related to the particular variable of interest, what makes it difficult

to find an economic interpretation of their movements or their reactions to shocks. One

significant contribution of our methodology is that it allows to construct quarterly GDP

growth rates for the world economy on a monthly basis, from both available quarterly

Table 2: Loading factors 

GDP IP PMI EMPL NExO VIX 

MS-DFM 0.22 
(0.03) 

0.47 
(0.04) 

0.10 
(0.01) 

0.06 
(0.01) 

0.10 
(0.02) 

-0.22 
(0.09) 

DFM 0.06 
(0.00) 

0.14 
(0.01) 

0.22 
(0.01) 

0.16 
(0.02) 

0.22 
(0.02) 

-0.04 
(0.01) 

Notes. The loading factors (standard errors are in brackets) measure the correlation between the common factor 

and each of the indicators. See notes of Table 1. 

Figure 1: Common factor and monthly GDP 

Notes. Quarterly growth of global GDP at monthly frequency and common factor estimated 
from 1991.03 to 2014.09. 

3

2

1

0

1

2

1991.03 1993.04 1995.05 1997.06 1999.07 2001.08 2003.09 2005.1 2007.11 2009.12 2012.01 2014.02

GDP Common factor
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Our model is based on the notion that co-movements among the macroeconomic vari-

ables have a common element, the common factor, that moves in accordance with the

dynamics of the world business cycle. To check whether the business cycle information

that can be extracted from the common factor agrees with the world business cycle, the

coincident indicator is also plotted in Figure 1.6 According to this figure, the evolution

of the factor is in clear concordance with GDP growth and contains relevant information

of its expansions and recessions. In particular, the common factor is consistent with the

recession of the early 1990s, the expansionary period of the late 1990s and the downturn

of 2001. The evolution of the factor also picks up the short-lived effects of the Asian

financial crisis of 1997 and the Russian default of 1998 as an emerging markets slowdown.

In addition, it also captures the magnitude of the global recession of 2008, which was

unprecedented in scale, and the subsequent (albeit fragile) recovery.

3.3 Pseudo real-time analysis

To begin with, it is worth mentioning that we could not perform the forecast evaluation

in pure real-time, i.e., by using only the information that would have been available at the

time of each forecast. The reason is that the historical records of the time series used in

the analysis were not available to construct all the real-time vintages for all the indicators

in the panel. One feasible alternative, employed frequently in the forecasting literature,

is to develop a pseudo real-time analysis. The method consists of computing forecasts

from successive enlargements of a partition of the latest available data set by taking into

account the typical real-time data flow when constructing the data vintages.7 Therefore,

the method tries to mimic as closely as possible the real-time analysis that would have

been performed by a potential user of the models when forecasting, at each time period.

Our pseudo real-time analysis begins with data of all the time series from the beginning

of the sample until October 2000. Since the average reporting lag of world GDP is three

quarters, we assume that the latest available figure of GDP refers to the first quarter

6To facilitate graphing, the coincident indicator has been transformed to exhibit the same mean and

variance as world GDP growth.
7Hence, each vintage used at the forecast periods contains missing data at the end of the sample

reflecting the calendar of data releases. We assume that the pattern of data availability is unchanged

throughout the evaluation sample since the timing of data releases varies only slightly from month to

month.
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this case, the challenge is to determine whether accounting for the potential nonlinearities

help in improving the forecasting accuracy.

The predictive accuracy of the models is under examination in Table 3. Results for

backcasts, nowcasts and forecasts are summarised in the second, third and fourth columns,

respectively. Remarkably, the multivariate models perform better than the univariate

benchmarks, with largest improvements for shortest forecast horizons. This result rein-

forces the view that the monthly global indicators are useful for forecasting the develop-

of 2000. Using this sample, the model is estimated and 15-months-ahead forecasts of

quarterly GDP growth are computed. This implies performing backcasts for the first three

quarters of 2000, nowcasts for the last quarter of 2000 and forecasts for the first quarter of

2001. In addition, we collect the probabilities of recession for the first month of the quarter

for which GDP is unavailable. In November 2000, the sample is updated by one month of

each indicator, the model is reestimated and 15-months-ahead forecasts of quarterly GDP

growth and the inferences on the business cycle state for the second month of the quarter

for which GDP is unavailable are computed again. Then, the sample is again updated by

one month and the forecasting exercise is developed similarly in December 2000.

In January 2001, GDP for the first quarter of 2000 is assumed to be released so the

forecast moves forward one quarter. The forecasting procedure continues iteratively until

the final forecast with the last vintage of data that refers to July 2014, with the 15-months-

ahead forecasts moved forward one quarter in accordance with the publication date of

GDP. This procedure ends up with 165 blocks of forecasts. To examine the forecasting

accuracy, we compute the mean-squared forecast errors (MSE), which are the average of

the deviations of the predictions from the final releases of GDP available in the data set.

This paper establishes two naïve benchmark models against which to compare the

results of the MS-DFM model. The first benchmark is a random-walk model, where

the forecasts for the global output growth are equal to the last observed value. The

second benchmark model is an autoregressive model, in which GDP is regressed on its

lags and the forecasts are computed recursively from the in-sample estimates. Since these

types of models traditionally perform reasonably well with macro data, the key challenge

then is to determine whether the addition of global indicator variables can improve the

forecasting performance of the benchmark models. In addition, the paper also establishes

as a benchmark the linear dynamic factor model underlying the nonlinear specification. In
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ments in the global economy. When comparing MS-DFM and the linear DFM, the former

performs better than the latter. This suggests that to obtain accurate forecasts of world

GDP, the nonlinear information on the total economy matters.

(two-step approach). We quantify the ability of these procedures to detect the actual state

of the business by computing the Forecasting Quadratic Probability Score (FQPS), i.e.,

the mean squared deviation of the probabilities of recessions from a recessionary indicator

In spite of the good performance in forecasting world GDP, our nonlinear MS-DFM

exhibits a clear advantage with respect to the linear proposals. The model automatically

converts the economic information contained in the global indicators into inferences of the

world business cycle. In particular, the model computes probabilities of global recessions,

which are transparent, objective and free of units of measurement, facilitating business

cycle comparisons with national developments. Figure 2 plots the real-time probabili-

ties whenever the coincident global indicator is under a recessionary state. To facilitate

comparisons, the figure also shows shaded areas that refer to the chronology of global

recessions suggested in Grossman et al. (2014).8 Notably, they are in striking accord: the

probabilities of recession jump quickly around the peaks, remain at high values during

recessions and fall to almost zero after the troughs.

Table 3: Predictive accuracy 

Backcasts Nowcasts Forecasts 
Mean Squared Errors  

RW 0.31 0.32 0.33 
AR 0.21 0.24 0.25 

Linear DFM 0.14 0.20 0.25 
MS-DFM 0.12 0.19 0.24 

Notes. The forecasting sample is 2000.1-2013.3. The top panel shows the Mean Squared Errors of a random walk (RW), an 
autoregressive model (AR), a linear dynamic factor model and our Markov-snitching dynamic factor model.  

8These authors date the turning points by using univariate dating algorithms to global aggregates of a

sample of 84 countries.

As a final check, we compare the performance of our fully nonlinear multivariate spec-

ification (one-step approach) with the ‘shortcut’ of using a linear factor model to obtain

a coincident indicator, which is then used to compute the Markov switching probabilities
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Figure 2: Probabilities of global recessions 

Notes. The figure plots the probabilities of recession in real time from 200.01 to 
2014.09. Shaded areas correspond to global recessions as documented by Grossman et 
al. (2014). 
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that takes on the value of one in the periods classified by Grossman et al. (2014) as reces-

sions and zero elsewhere. We obtain a FQPS of 0.09 for the two-step approach, which falls

to 0.06 in the case of the one-step approach. Therefore, our results suggest that, in line

with Camacho et al. (2015), the one-step approach is preferred to the two-step approach

to compute inferences on the business cycle phases.

4 Concluding remarks

Albeit that several approaches have been employed, it has been a recent challenge to con-

struct practical and satisfactory tools to monitor global business cycles. The methodology

we use in this paper has several advantages over existing approaches. First, our measure

of global economic activity captures common movements among a wide range of indicators

that can exhibit different frequencies, different sample start dates and different release lags.

In particular, we include GDP, industrial production, manufacturing PMI, employment,

new export orders and VIX. Second, our framework is useful for computing short-term

forecasts of world GDP in real time. In addition, it combines the information provided
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5 Appendix

Without loss of generalisation, we assume that our model contains only world GDP, one

coincident indicator and one leading indicator, which are collected in the vector Yt =

(y1t, y2t, ylt) . For simplicity’s sake, we also assume that the autoregressive processes for

the idiosyncratic components are of order one, that the common factor is just a switching

mean (pf = 0) and that the lead for the leading indicator is h = 1. Let 0ab be a× b matrix
of zeroes.

In this case, the observation equation, Yt = Hht + Et, where Et˜iN (0, R), can be

stated by using Et = 03×1 , R = 03×3 and

H =

⎛⎜⎜⎜⎝
0 2β1

3
β1
3 β1

β1
3

2β1
3

2
3

1
3 1 1

3
2
3 0 0

0 β2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

βl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

⎞⎟⎟⎟⎠ , (16)

ht = (ft+1, ft, ..., ft−4, u1t, ..., u1t−4, u2t, ult) . (17)

In this expression, the factor loadings, β1, β2 and βl, measure the sensitivity of each series

to movements in the latent factor. The quarterly variable is expressed as a moving average

of the underlying monthly non-observable variables that are related to the factor and the

monthly shocks.

The transition equation, ht = Λst + Fht−1 + Vt, where Vt˜iN (0, Q), is

by monthly and quarterly data to obtain a monthly measure of quarterly growth rates

of world GDP. Managing data on a monthly basis has enormous advantages in several

macroeconomic applications, especially those related to business cycle analyses. Third,

our framework is also useful for monitoring global economic activity in real time. The

nonlinear nature of the model proposed in this paper helps it to capture the asymmet-

ric dynamics of the recurrent sequence of expansions and recessions that characterise the

world business cycle.
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Λst = (cst , 01×12) , (18)

F =

⎛⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 θ11 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 θ21 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 θl1

⎞⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

, (19)

Vt = (εft, 01×5, ε1t, 01×5, ε2t, εlt) , (20)

Q = diag σ2f , 01×5,σ
2
1, 01×5,σ

2
2,σ

2
l . (21)

The identifying assumption implies that the variance of the common factor, σ2f , is

normalised to a value of one.



BANCO DE ESPAÑA 23 DOCUMENTO DE TRABAJO N.º 1509

References

[1] Aruoba, S., Diebold, F., Kose, M., and Terrones, M. 2011. Globalization, the business

cycle, and macroeconomic monitoring. in R. Clarida and F.Giavazzi (eds.), NBER

International Seminar on Macroeconomics. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,

245-302.

[2] Camacho, M., and Martinez-Martin, J. 2014. Real-time forecasting US GDP from

small-scale factor models. Empirical Economics 47: 347-364.

[3] Camacho, M., Perez Quiros, G. and Poncela P. 2012. Markov-switching dynamic

factor models in real time. CEPR Working Paper No. 8866.

[4] Camacho, M., Perez Quiros, G. and Poncela P. 2015. Extracting nonlinear signals

from several economic indicators. Journal of Applied Econometrics, forthcoming.

[5] Canova, F., Ciccarelli, M. and Ortega E. 2007. Similarities and convergence in G-7

cycles. Journal of Monetary Economics 54: 850-878.

[6] Chauvet, M. 1998. An econometric characterization of business cycle dynamics with

factor structure and regime switches. International Economic Review 39: 969-96.

[7] Drechsel, K., Giesen, S. and Lindner, A. 2014. Outperforming IMF forecasts by the

use of leading indicators. IWH Discussion Papers No. 4.

[8] Ferrara, L., and Marsilli, C. 2014. Nowcasting global economic growth: a factor-

augmented mixed-frequency approach. Bank of France Working Papers No 515.

[9] Golinelli, R., and Parigi, G. 2014. Tracking world trade and GDP in real time. Inter-

national Journal of Forecasting 30: 847-862.

[10] Grossman, V., Mack, A., and Martinez-Garcia, E. 2014. A contribution to the chronol-

ogy of turning points in global economic activity (1980-2012). Federal Reserve Bank

of Dallas Working Paper No. 169

[11] Kim, C. 1994. Dynamic linear models with Markov-switching. Journal of Economet-

rics 60: 1-22.



BANCO DE ESPAÑA 24 DOCUMENTO DE TRABAJO N.º 1509

[12] Kim, C., and Nelson, C. 1998. Business cycle turning points, a new coincident in-

dex, and tests of duration dependence based on a dynamic factor model with regime

switching. Review of Economics and Statistics 80: 188-201.

[13] Kim, C., and Yoo, J.S. 1995. New index of coincident indicators: A multivariate

Markov switching factor model approach. Journal of Monetary Economics 36: 607-

630.

[14] Mariano, R., and Murasawa, Y. 2003. A new coincident index os business cycles based

on monthly and quarterly series. Journal of Applied Econometrics 18: 427-443.

[15] Rossiter, J. (2010). Nowcasting the Global Economy. Bank of Canada Discussion

Paper No. 12.



BANCO DE ESPAÑA PUBLICATIONS 

WORKING PAPERS  

1301 JAMES COSTAIN and ANTON NAKOV: Logit price dynamics.

1302 MIGUEL GARCÍA-POSADA: Insolvency institutions and effi ciency: the Spanish case.

1303  MIGUEL GARCÍA-POSADA and JUAN S. MORA-SANGUINETTI: Firm size and judicial effi cacy: evidence for the new 

civil procedures in Spain.

1304  MAXIMO CAMACHO and GABRIEL PEREZ-QUIROS: Commodity prices and the business cycle in Latin America: living 

and dying by commodities?

1305  CARLOS PÉREZ MONTES: Estimation of regulatory credit risk models.

1306  FERNANDO LÓPEZ VICENTE: The effect of foreclosure regulation: evidence for the US mortgage market at state level.

1307 ENRIQUE MORAL-BENITO and LUIS SERVEN: Testing weak exogeneity in cointegrated panels.

1308  EMMA BERENGUER, RICARDO GIMENO and JUAN M. NAVE: Term structure estimation, liquidity-induced 

heteroskedasticity and the price of liquidity risk.

1309  PABLO HERNÁNDEZ DE COS and ENRIQUE MORAL-BENITO: Fiscal multipliers in turbulent times: the case of Spain.

1310 SAMUEL HURTADO: DSGE models and the Lucas critique.

1311 HENRIQUE S. BASSO and JAMES COSTAIN: Fiscal delegation in a monetary union with decentralized public spending.

1312 MAITE BLÁZQUEZ CUESTA and SANTIAGO BUDRÍA: Does income deprivation affect people’s mental well-being?

1313  ENRIQUE ALBEROLA, ÁNGEL ESTRADA and DANIEL SANTABÁRBARA: Growth beyond imbalances. Sustainable 

growth rates and output gap reassessment.

1314  CARMEN BROTO and GABRIEL PEREZ-QUIROS: Disentangling contagion among sovereign CDS spreads during the 

European debt crisis.

1315  MIGUEL GARCÍA-POSADA and JUAN S. MORA-SANGUINETTI: Are there alternatives to bankruptcy? A study of small 

business distress in Spain.

1316  ROBERTO RAMOS and ENRIQUE MORAL-BENITO: Agglomeration matters for trade.

1317  LAURA HOSPIDO and GEMA ZAMARRO: Retirement patterns of couples in Europe.

1318  MAXIMO CAMACHO, GABRIEL PEREZ-QUIROS and PILAR PONCELA: Short-term forecasting for empirical 

economists. A survey of the recently proposed algorithms.

1319  CARLOS PÉREZ MONTES: The impact of interbank and public debt markets on the competition for bank deposits.

1320  OLYMPIA BOVER, JOSE MARIA CASADO, SONIA COSTA, PHILIP DU CAJU, YVONNE MCCARTHY, 

EVA SIERMINSKA, PANAGIOTA TZAMOURANI, ERNESTO VILLANUEVA and TIBOR ZAVADIL: The distribution 

of debt across euro area countries: the role of Individual characteristics, institutions and credit conditions.

1321  BRINDUSA ANGHEL, SARA DE LA RICA and AITOR LACUESTA: Employment polarisation in Spain over the course of 

the 1997-2012 cycle.

1322  RODOLFO G. CAMPOS and ILIANA REGGIO: Measurement error in imputation procedures.

1323  PABLO BURRIEL and MARÍA ISABEL GARCÍA-BELMONTE: Meeting our D€STINY. A Disaggregated €uro area Short 

Term Indicator model to forecast GDP (Y) growth.

1401  TERESA SASTRE and FRANCESCA VIANI: Countries’ safety and competitiveness, and the estimation of current 

account misalignments.

1402  FERNANDO BRONER, ALBERTO MARTIN, AITOR ERCE and JAUME VENTURA: Sovereign debt markets in turbulent 

times: creditor discrimination and crowding-out effects.

1403  JAVIER J. PÉREZ and ROCÍO PRIETO: The structure of sub-national public debt: liquidity vs credit risks.

1404  BING XU, ADRIAN VAN RIXTEL and MICHIEL VAN LEUVENSTEIJN: Measuring bank competition in China: 

a comparison of new versus conventional approaches applied to loan markets.

1405  MIGUEL GARCÍA-POSADA and JUAN S. MORA-SANGUINETTI: Entrepreneurship and enforcement institutions: 

disaggregated evidence for Spain.

1406  MARIYA HAKE, FERNANDO LÓPEZ-VICENTE and LUIS MOLINA: Do the drivers of loan dollarisation differ between 

CESEE and Latin America? A meta-analysis.

1407  JOSÉ MANUEL MONTERO and ALBERTO URTASUN: Price-cost mark-ups in the Spanish economy: a microeconomic 

perspective.

1408  FRANCISCO DE CASTRO, FRANCISCO MARTÍ, ANTONIO MONTESINOS, JAVIER J. PÉREZ and A. JESÚS 

SÁNCHEZ-FUENTES: Fiscal policies in Spain: main stylised facts revisited.



1409  MARÍA J. NIETO: Third-country relations in the Directive establishing a framework for the recovery and resolution 

of credit institutions.

1410  ÓSCAR ARCE and SERGIO MAYORDOMO: Short-sale constraints and fi nancial stability: evidence from 

the Spanish market.

1411  RODOLFO G. CAMPOS and ILIANA REGGIO: Consumption in the shadow of unemployment.

1412  PAUL EHLING and DAVID HAUSHALTER: When does cash matter? Evidence for private fi rms.

1413  PAUL EHLING and CHRISTIAN HEYERDAHL-LARSEN: Correlations.

1414  IRINA BALTEANU and AITOR ERCE: Banking crises and sovereign defaults in emerging markets: exploring the links.

1415  ÁNGEL ESTRADA, DANIEL GARROTE, EVA VALDEOLIVAS and JAVIER VALLÉS: Household debt and uncertainty: 

private consumption after the Great Recession.

1416  DIEGO J. PEDREGAL, JAVIER J. PÉREZ and A. JESÚS SÁNCHEZ-FUENTES: A toolkit to strengthen government 

budget surveillance.

1417  J. IGNACIO CONDE-RUIZ, and CLARA I. GONZÁLEZ: From Bismarck to Beveridge: the other pension reform in Spain.

1418  PABLO HERNÁNDEZ DE COS, GERRIT B. KOESTER, ENRIQUE MORAL-BENITO and CHRISTIANE NICKEL: 

Signalling fi scal stress in the euro area: a country-specifi c early warning system.

1419  MIGUEL ALMUNIA and DAVID LÓPEZ-RODRÍGUEZ: Heterogeneous responses to effective tax enforcement: 

evidence from Spanish fi rms.

1420  ALFONSO R. SÁNCHEZ: The automatic adjustment of pension expenditures in Spain: an evaluation of the 2013 

pension reform.

1421  JAVIER ANDRÉS, ÓSCAR ARCE and CARLOS THOMAS: Structural reforms in a debt overhang.

1422  LAURA HOSPIDO and ENRIQUE MORAL-BENITO: The public sector wage premium in Spain: evidence from 

longitudinal administrative data.

1423  MARÍA DOLORES GADEA-RIVAS, ANA GÓMEZ-LOSCOS and GABRIEL PÉREZ-QUIRÓS: The Two Greatest. Great 

Recession vs. Great Moderation.

1424  ENRIQUE MORAL-BENITO and OLIVER ROEHN: The impact of fi nancial (de)regulation on current account balances.

1425  MÁXIMO CAMACHO and JAIME MARTÍNEZ-MARTÍN: Real-time forecasting US GDP from small-scale factor models.

1426  ALFREDO MARTÍN OLIVER, SONIA RUANO PARDO and VICENTE SALAS FUMÁS: Productivity and welfare: an 

application to the Spanish banking industry.

1427  JAVIER ANDRÉS and PABLO BURRIEL: Infl ation dynamics in a model with fi rm entry and (some) heterogeneity.

1428  CARMEN BROTO and LUIS MOLINA: Sovereign ratings and their asymmetric response to fundamentals.

1429  JUAN ÁNGEL GARCÍA and RICARDO GIMENO: Flight-to-liquidity fl ows in the euro area sovereign debt crisis.

1430  ANDRÈ LEMELIN, FERNANDO RUBIERA-MOROLLÓN and ANA GÓMEZ-LOSCOS: Measuring urban agglomeration. 

A refoundation of the mean city-population size index.

1431  LUIS DÍEZ-CATALÁN and ERNESTO VILLANUEVA: Contract staggering and unemployment during the Great Recession: 

evidence from Spain.

1501  LAURA HOSPIDO and EVA MORENO-GALBIS: The Spanish productivity puzzle in the Great Recession.

1502  LAURA HOSPIDO, ERNESTO VILLANUEVA and GEMA ZAMARRO: Finance for all: the impact of fi nancial literacy training 

in compulsory secondary education in Spain.

1503  MARIO IZQUIERDO, JUAN F. JIMENO and AITOR LACUESTA: Spain: from immigration to emigration?

1504  PAULINO FONT, MARIO IZQUIERDO and SERGIO PUENTE: Real wage responsiveness to unemployment in Spain: 

asymmetries along the business cycle.

1505  JUAN S. MORA-SANGUINETTI and NUNO GAROUPA: Litigation in Spain 2001-2010: Exploring the market 

for legal services.

1506  ANDRES ALMAZAN, ALFREDO MARTÍN-OLIVER and JESÚS SAURINA: Securitization and banks’ capital structure.

1507  JUAN F. JIMENO, MARTA MARTÍNEZ-MATUTE and JUAN S. MORA-SANGUINETTI: Employment protection legislation 

and labor court activity in Spain.

1508 JOAN PAREDES, JAVIER J. PÉREZ and GABRIEL PEREZ-QUIRÓS: Fiscal targets. A guide to forecasters?

1509 MAXIMO CAMACHO and JAIME MARTINEZ-MARTIN: Monitoring the world business cycle.

Unidad de Servicios Auxiliares
Alcalá, 48 - 28014 Madrid

E-mail: publicaciones@bde.es
www.bde.es


	MONITORING THE WORLD BUSINESS CYCLE
	Abstract
	Resumen
	1 Introduction
	2 The econometric model
	3 Empirical results
	4 Concluding remarks
	5 Appendix
	References
	BANCO DE ESPAÑA PUBLICATIONS

