
The ECB and the euro area NCBs are responsible for issuing euro banknotes within 

the euro area and for maintaining confidence in the currency. The number and value of 

euro banknotes in circulation have been rising since their introduction in 2002, and at a

faster pace than economic growth in recent years. Owing to a combination of factors, 

including enhanced security features in the new Europa series, cooperation with law 

enforcement, and communication and training efforts at European and national level, 

the number of counterfeits has further decreased to a very low level. The introduction 

of the new €100 and €200 banknotes with their new, innovative security features on 

28 May 2019 will complete the Europa series.




















